
 
 
WORK WITH US! 
Mortal Fools is recruiting an Assistant Director 
 

Mortal Fools is a company limited by guarantee. 
Registered address: Spetchells Centre, Front Street, Prudhoe 

Company no. 810247   Charity no. 1153400 

Mortal Fools is seeking an Assistant Director for an exciting new youth theatre development project. 
The successful applicant will work alongside director, Helen Ferguson, with a young cast aged 14-19 on 
a new production of Brainstorm by Ned Glasier, Emily Lim and Company Three.  
 
The Assistant Director is required to support rehearsals and help devise content with the company 
from February-March 2018, before supporting a small tour of the production to 4 northern venues 
March-April 2018. 
 
Brainstorm is a part-scripted, part-devised play which looks at how teenagers’ brains work and how 
this affects their lives and relationships with others – in particular, their parents. The play is split into 
two types of content: 

1) Scripted scientific content - relating to the brain and how it works 
2) Devised personal content - exploring the personal experiences and voices of the young 

company, which make sense of the science 

Exploratory rehearsals have now started, and we will be devising the personal content to sit within the 
existing scripted content and structure, to create our own unique version of the play. 
 

About Mortal Fools  
Mortal Fools believes that every person deserves to feel valued and to fulfil their potential. We 
support individuals and groups of young people and adults in their personal growth and development 
through participation in theatre-making, drama activities and training – and make great pieces of work 
as a result. 

We have a thriving youth theatre programme, various projects within local schools, and a growing 
programme of adult training.  

This project is a big step change in our youth theatre development programme. It will enable us to 
undertake professional development with other organisations, and collaborate with key partners to 
research and develop how we can grow the quality of the youth theatre offer in the North. 

Participants on this project are new and existing members of Tyne Valley Youth Theatre (TVYT), our 
flagship youth theatre. It has c150 members aged 5-19 who take part in an annual programme of 
activities (see www.tvyt.org.uk). TVYT activities predominantly take place in community venues such as 
village halls, which we temporarily transform into full-equipped spaces for performances. TVYT gives 
our members access to high-quality activities in their local area, but this project will be the first time we 
have toured a youth theatre production to more than one partner venue. 
 
TVYT’s speciality is devised work, including intensive plays-in-a-week, weekly sessions leading to end of 
term productions, and opportunities for older members to support the production and organisation of 
these events. We pride ourselves on treating all our youth theatre productions with the same level of 
respect and high standards as any piece of professional theatre, and we are excited to showcase the 
high quality of young people’s theatre to new audiences. 
 
To find out more about our other programmes head to our website www.mortalfools.org.uk  
 
 

http://www.tvyt.org.uk/
http://www.mortalfools.org.uk/


What we offer you 

We want everyone we work with to feel that they belong; that their efforts and talents are appreciated; and 
that they are supported, both in delivering the work of Mortal Fools and in the development of their practice 
as artists and facilitators. 

We want to challenge ourselves and our participants, whilst creating a working environment which is fun 
and enjoyable. We believe that this gives everyone an opportunity to thrive, which is good for us as 
individuals, but great for us as an organisation. 

We’ll support you with one-to-one feedback, and creating an environment where you’re able to bring your 
ideas, enthusiasm and talents to fruition.  
 

What we’re looking for in you 

✓ Up for a challenge and to work hard 

✓ Passionate about inspiring and supporting others to unlock their potential 

✓ Positive about working with young people aged 13-19 

✓ Keen to develop your own practice 

✓ Able to positively contribute to a team and to share your expertise and experience 

✓ Keen to learn along with everyone else 

✓ Able to leave your ego at the door 

What we’d like you to bring  

✓ A proven commitment to work in participatory settings 

✓ A passion for your work and lots of energy  

✓ Experience of working with young people 

✓ Experience of directing and/or assistant directing 

✓ Experience of facilitating sessions 

✓ Experience of collaboration with others 

✓ Experience of a devising process 

✓ A degree in a related subject, or relevant experience 

Practical Requirements 

✓ Ideally based in or close to Northumberland (but this is not essential) 

✓ Have availability for the rehearsal period detailed below 

✓ Have access to reliable transport and are willing and able to travel. Please be aware that rehearsals 

will take place in Prudhoe and Riding Mill, so access to your own transport is preferred, and/or 

ability and willingness to use public transport and be reliable is essential. 

✓ Have an enhanced DBS check dated within the last 24 months, or are willing to undertake one (we 

will process this for a fee) 

✓ Have public liability insurance to the value of £5million or higher, or are willing to get this before 

commencing work with us. 

Fee 

The fee for this project is £1,250 paid on a freelance basis, inclusive of all personal expenses (excluding an 

overnight stay in Barrow-In-Furness which will be covered by Mortal Fools). Our standard practice is to pay 

the full fee on receipt of invoice at the end of the project, but we can be flexible with payment plan options 

where necessary. 



 

ENSEMBLE Rehearsal Schedule – rehearsals take place at Fuse Media Centre Prudhoe, and in Riding 
Mill village halls.  

Thur 1 Feb 18:00 - 20:00 Rehearsal 

Sun 4 Feb 10:00 - 17:00 Rehearsal 

Thur 8 Feb 18:00 - 20:00 Rehearsal 

Mon 12 Feb 10:00 - 17:00 Intensive rehearsal 

Tues 13 Feb 10:00 - 17:00 Intensive rehearsal 

Wed 14 Feb 10:00 - 17:00 Intensive rehearsal 

Thur 15 Feb 10:00 - 17:00 Intensive rehearsal 

Fri 16 Feb 10:00 - 17:00 Intensive rehearsal 

Thur 22 Feb 18:00 - 20:00 Rehearsal 

Sun 25 Feb 10:00 - 17:00 Rehearsal 

Thur 1 Mar 18:00 - 20:00 Rehearsal 

Sun 4 Mar 10:00 - 17:00 Tech rehearsal 

Thur 8 Mar 18:00 - 20:00 Rehearsal 

Fri 9 Mar 16:00 - 22:00 Tech and Dress rehearsal 

Sat 10 Mar 10:00 - late Dress and show – Riding Mill Parish Hall 

Thur 15 Mar 18:00 - 20:00 Rehearsal 

Sun 18 Mar 10:00 - 17:00 Rehearsal 

Thur 22 Mar 18:00 - 20:00 Rehearsal 

Sat 24 Mar 11:00 - late Performance on tour – Arts Centre Washington 

Thur 5-Fri 6 April  Full days Performance on tour – Overnight stay in Barrow-in-Furness 

Wed 11th April 10:00 - late Performance on tour – Caedmon Hall, Gateshead 

 

How to apply 

If you think you can offer what we’re looking for and want to apply to work with us (even if you don’t fit 
every single requirement), please send: 

• A CV detailing your experience and including two professional referees who know your work well 

• A covering letter (no more than 2 sides of A4) explaining why you are interested in working with us 
and how your skills and experience suit the role 

• Details of your availability for the rehearsal and performance period and your availability for a 
phone discussion on Monday 29th or Tuesday 30th Jan should you be shortlisted and considered 
for the role 

Please send to Helen Ferguson helen@mortalfools.org.uk no later than 10am on Monday 29th Jan. 

If you have any questions, please contact Helen on 07877 830209 or via the email address above. 
 
To find out more about our company visit our websites and Facebook pages: 
 
www.mortalfools.org.uk  www.facebook.com/mortalfoolsUK   
 
www.tyvt.org.uk   www.facebook.com/TyneValleyYouthTheatre  

mailto:helen@mortalfools.org.uk
http://www.mortalfools.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/mortalfoolsUK
http://www.tyvt.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/TyneValleyYouthTheatre

