
 
 

Mortal Fools seeks actors 

 
Mortal Fools is a company limited by guarantee and a registered charity 

Registered office: Spetchells Centre, Front Street, Prudhoe, Northumberland, NE42 5AA 
Company number 8102487 ~ Charity number 1153400 

 

 

Mortal Fools are recruiting three professional actors to work on a new Arts Council-funded Christmas theatre show, 

Melva. This show is a piece of new writing by Danielle Burn aimed at children aged 7-11, and will be directed by 

Anna Ryder.  

 

This show is professional theatre being produced in the heart of a community with limited access to high-quality 

theatre. To make it as accessible and exciting as possible, we are temporarily transforming a shop unit on the High 

Street in Prudhoe, Northumberland into a fully functioning studio theatre for the production.  

 

MELVA 

The play takes inspiration from the dark and macabre world of Roald Dahl and tells the story of Melva Mapletree. 

Melva lives with her Grandpa in a run-down cottage on Crumbleton Hill, which she rarely leaves. She’s a worrier – 

she worries about bumps and bruises, she worries about getting things wrong, but most of all she worries about 

worrying! 

 

When Grandpa Pebble disappears, Melva somehow manages to get herself out the door to search for him. With the 

help of weird and wonderful characters along the way, she undertakes a journey of self-discovery and finds out what 

she’s really made of. 

What if… 

I’m doing a test and trying to do my best 

but the words are meaningless data 

they jump about on the paper 

some are backwards 

some not 

and I’m losing the plot 

and I’m going to look silly, like that boy in 3S 

who walked round with a willy picture stuck on his top 

when he went to the shop after school… 

 

Melva is a playful way to explore the theme of worries and how we handle them.  

 

WHAT WE’RE LOOKING FOR 

We always seek to work with people who share our core values: Contributing, Growing, With Others, As Ourselves. 

We are looking for actors who: 

• Have experience of professional acting and working collaboratively 

• Are reliable and committed 

• Are enthused about performing in the converted space, and understanding of the challenges that working in 

this unusual environment can present 

• Are willing to try new things and experiment with rehearsal techniques, exercises and performance styles 



 

• Are willing to work collaboratively with other cast members and the director  

• Supportive and encouraging of fellow cast members  

• Able to work as part of an intensive rehearsal and performance period and commit time and energy to the 

project 

• Able to travel independently to rehearsals in Prudhoe 

 

ROLES 

• Melva – performance age 10 years old, female 

• Grandma/Grandpa Pebble – performance age 60+, male/female 

• Various others  – performance age varying, male/female 

Please state in your application which part you would like to audition for, but be aware we may consider you for 

other roles if we feel you are well suited to them.  

DATES 

All project activity will take place in Prudhoe, Northumberland. These dates are regarding availability only and are 

not a set schedule. You will be informed of specific working hours should you be successful but, in the meantime, 

you must be available all day on all dates specified.  

Auditions:  14th November – AM or PM. (Please note, we will not see actors at any other time.) 

 

Rehearsals:  23rd, 24th, 25th, 27th, 28th, 29th, 30th November. 1st, 2nd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th December 

 

Tech:  11th, 12th, 13th, 14th, 15th December 

 

Performances: 16th, 18th, 19th, 20th, 21st**, 22nd, 23rd, 24th, 28th, 29th, 30th December. 4th, 5th, 6th January.  

   

**This is Press / Guest Night  

 

FEE 

The fee for this project is £1500 inclusive of all personal expenses, paid on a freelance basis. Our standard practise is 

to pay the full fee on receipt of invoice at the end of the project, but we can be flexible with payment plan options 

where necessary. 

 

HOW TO APPLY 

Please provide a CV detailing your experience and including two professional referees. Please also provide a video of 

no more than 2 minutes duration, explaining: 

a) why you are interested in and want to be part of this project 

b) what you think you would bring to the project 

c) something that is a ‘worry’ for you 

d) your worst Christmas cracker style joke 

Deadline for applications is 5pm on Monday 30th October, and we will only be considering the first 50 applications 

we receive. We will contact shortlisted applicants with audition details by Monday 6th November.  

To avoid emailing large files, please send your video via a webite/sharing link with your CV to Zoe Anderson at 

zoe@mortalfools.org.uk. Please also indicate whether you would prefer an AM or PM audition.  

Please contact Zoe should you have any further questions. 

mailto:zoe@mortalfools.org.uk

